HARFORD  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

Our  next  meeting  will  be  at  the  Harford  Village  Apartments  on  May  1 8  at  7:30  P.M. 

Program  and  refreshments 

On  May  29  at  9.00  A.M.  the  Lenox  V.F.W.  will  hold  a  Memorial  Day  service  by  the 
cannon  in  Harford  Cemetery.  Let’s  take  one  hour  from  our  day  to  thoughtfully  remember  those 
who  have  sacrificed  that  we  might  be  free.  We  must  never  take  freedom  for  granted.  It  is  a 

precious  legacy  that  men  and  women  have  died  for.  It  is  our  duty  to  guard  it  in  the  future  with 
our  lives  if  need  by. 

Excerpt  from  Harford  history  -  page  4 1 9 

The  exact  year  in  which  Harford  people  first  participated  in  Memorial  exercises  is  difficult 
to  ascertain  but  it  was  about  1 875.  The  children  from  the  Orphan  School  attended  and  occupied 
ffie  church  gallery  during  the  exercises.  The  central  pews  were  well  filled  with  war  veterans 
Such  was  songs  as  “Just  Before  the  Battle,  Mother”,  “Tenting’  Tonight  on  the  Old  Camp 
Ground,  The  Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic”,  were  rendered  by  a  special  choir,  and  a  stirring 
address  by  some  orator  was  listened  to  with  marked  attention.  The  presence  of  so  many  veterans 
who,  with  solemn  tread,  marched  to  the  cemetery  and  placed  a  bouquet  of  flowers  on  the  final 

resting  place  of  their  beloved  comrades  in  arms  filled  the  onlookers  with  a  feeling  of  great  respect 
and  veneratioa  ^ 

,  ***  T*”?  ^  MemoriaJ  service  0940)  pays  tribute  not  only  to  the  nation’s  herosbut 

to  fethers  and  mothers,  relatives,  and  friend;  but  one  may  ask  if  as  a  whole,  the  day  recognized  as 

::fr^  °  became  m  ^  ■ a  ^  °n ** a 

writmo  ^d°^l 3  ^To  Historical  y°u  “igto  ask!  Here  is  the  answer  in  the 

^  948'  “Afew  ago  the  Harford  Historical  Society  was 

organized  for  the  SusquiCentennial  celebration  of  our  town  (1940).  This  was  a  great  occasion 
and  ffie  whole  community  worked  unitedly  for  its  success.  Then  it  was  deckled  to^ntinue  its 
actmties  as  a  pubhcweUare  organization  through  which  people  could  work  together  toward 
n^mgHarford  a  feer  place  m  which  to  live.  Among  these  various  projects  are  the  following: 
Published  ‘Steams  History  of  Harford”,  cleaned  up  and  endowed  for  perpetual  care  the  triamL  in 
the  center  of  town  on  which  was  erected  the  “Nine  Partners  Monument^endowed  for  pSSal 
care  the  graves  of  the  six  of  the  nine  partners  buried  in  our  cemetery,  endowed  the  comer  lot  on 

sold'  3 f°r  WorW  War  1  erected  a  service  board  for  World  War  II 

SpODSOred  the  ***  ^way  to  New  Milford,  obtained  the 
Carbondale  to  Bm^amton  bus  service,  had  state  erect  a  Galusha  A.  Grow  marker  and  later  raised 
5525.00  to  endow  for  perpetual  care  the  Grow  burial  plot  in  the  cemetery,  built  the  fire  house  as  a 
soldiers  memorial,  and  provided  cushions  for  our  community’s  church. 

FZ™  ^  Sockty  ^  ^  ““V  Public  meetings,  of  educational  and 

S  °ftbeX  thhgS  haVC  ^fited  the  community  helping  to  make  it 
one  of  the  finest  rural  towns  in  the  state  and  a  fine  place  in  which  to  live.” 

oh  .  .  What.f°  yoU. think?  IsthisaD  organization  that  we  should  continue  to  work  with?  Is  it 

obsolete,  useless  or  is  it  worth  spending  some  time  on? 


